20O                      A  ROMANTIC  CRITIC
mused the Lady Murasaki in Japan a thousand years
ago," that a perfectly ordinary remark,, if made in a quiet
colourless voice, may seem original and interesting; for
instance, in conversations about poetry, some quite
commonplace piece of criticism will be accepted as
profound, merely because it is made in a particular tone
of voice".
The genius of Coleridge, it seems to me, remains
wonderful enough for what it was, without rhapsodies
over what it was not.